
New members Issue 1 
 

We know that great applications will come from 
strong consortia – that includes those who can 
design as well as those who can deliver. We 
believe that design is an integral part of this 
project; however we also know that designers will 
need partners on the ground with the expertise 
and ability to implement solutions. 
 
Curious? Have a look at 
www.designchallenges.ning.com where you’ll find 
over 300 people already looking for partners, as 
well as much more information on the challenge 
and how you can get involved. And if you would 
like us to write something specific for your 
members contact us at 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
A warm welcome to our newest members 

 
 

 

The Dementia Action Alliance has grown to over 60 members. Visit our website and read the latest 
Action Plans! 
 
New national members 

           

   
New local Members 

     

Alliance members 
transforming lives 
 
Can carers make a difference? Recently, 
through Uniting Carers Dementia UK, I 
spoke at a hospital training session for an 
hour to practicing nurses.  It was a moving 
experience for myself, the trainer and the 
audience and included the following 
episode.   My wife, who had three forms of 
dementia as well as MS, was in hospital for 
96 nights with a broken ankle and infection 
after infection.  I was with her twelve hours 
a day because I felt that the staff had 
forgotten that she was human and still had 
emotions.   
 
Every day I made her a card and this had 
an amazing effect on the staff.  We 
displayed them on the window ledge and 
gradually the staff including cleaners and 
doctors, popped in to see her daily and 
look at the cards.  Suddenly Jean became 
alive, they spoke to her, making eye 
contact and discussed the cards.  Staff with 
little time found time to become friendly 
with my wife and made her feel wanted.  

Member activity 

What’s coming up! 
 DAA Annual Event – 14th September. This is being hosted at Age UK and will include a key note 

speaker, a number of presentations/discussions led by members and action group planning. 

  “Making sense” event - 21st September. Royal College of Nursing and St Helens & Knowsley 
Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust Conference held at Aintree Racecourse - event to promote working in 
partnership to improve dementia care in general hospitals: http://www.rcn.org.uk/newsevents 

 The Annual Political Party Conferences, September and October 2011. The Alzheimer’s 
Society, RCGP and National Voices present “Seamless Care – Whose Job is it Anyway?” 
http://dementiaaction.org.uk/news/article/11/seamless_care__whose_job_is_it_anyway 

 27th International Conference of Alzheimer's Disease International, 7-10 March 
2012. Co-hosted by Alzheimer’s Society, from 7-10 March 2012 at ExCel London, UK and will be focusing 
on both medical and care issues. The more information visit: www.adi2012.org 

Help needed 
 Join Anchor’s Grey Pride campaign by signing their petition for an Older People’s Minister. For 

more information visit: http://www.greypride.org.uk/ 

Design Council 
 
Could you or someone you know make the 
lives of people affected by dementia easier, 
more secure and more enjoyable? Would you 
like a share of £360,000 to do so? 
 
You have probably already identified a multitude 
of situations where better design could make a 
real difference to people with dementia and their 
carers. But you if you hadn’t thought a design 
competition could be for you then think again… 
 
The Design Council and Department of Health 
are running a challenge to find and fund the next 
generation of products and services that 
completely re-think what living with dementia 
means. We know there’s a difference between 
simply living and living well.   
 
This is not just about having nice ideas; our aim 
is to fund projects that will have real, beneficial 
impact. So we are offering both money and 
support to up to five teams to develop their ideas 
over five months.  

At the end of the session, several nurses 
came and said that they were going back to 
the ward immediately to make changes.   
 
Carers’ stories have a powerful and 
emotional effect on the listener and do 
encourage professionals to make changes 
for the better.  After nine years of caring I 
was emotionally exhausted and 

filiz.ciftci@designcouncil.org.uk or 
amanda.gore@designcouncil.org.uk 

 
 
 
had lost 
confidence in 
myself but 
speaking 
publically about 
my experiences 
has given my life 
a purpose and 
the end of my 
wife’s life has 
been 
transformed into 
something 
positive to help 
others. 
 
Brian Hills 
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